@ EYFS & KS1 Reading Newsletter - Spring @

“You can find magic wherever you look. Sit back and relax, all you need is a book!” —
Dr. Seuss.

What'’s going on in school?

Progress in reading has been happening all across school! Phonics is becoming embedded in the children’s
everyday routines. Children in Nursery can now hear many initial sounds, children in Reception are refining
their blending skills and children in Year 1 know many alternative graphemes. The children in Year 2 are
developing their fluency skills. All of the children are trying really hard regardless of the stage they are
currently at. As a school, we have taken huge strides to improve reading and ensure we are giving children
the best start.

Reading practice/fluency takes place 3x a week in school and helps the children to familiarise themselves

with the graphemes they are learning, increase their speed and understand the text they are reading. This
repeated reading helps children to embed the skills they have learnt. Any additional reading you can do at
home will really help the children practise their fluency and speed.

If you need any further support with phonics and reading, please speak to your child’s
teacher. You can also access supporting information on the Little Wandle Website’s parent

page (QR Code) The videos are especially helpful to show you how we pronounce the .
sounds. SCAN ME

Reading at Home

Books from school: Reading Practice Books and Sharing Books.

Sharing Books are books that children cannot yet read independently but are equally as important as
Reading Practice books. These books are books you might borrow from the library or might already have
around the home. Your child brings ’A Book to share’ home weekly from our school library. Sharing books
are the perfect book to snuggle up with just before bedtime. These are the books that encourage reading
for pleasure and a love for stories!

Reading Practice Books are books that have been matched to your child’s current assessment level.
These are the books children will have read in their reading practice/fluency sessions in school. They will be
developing their confidence with this book before moving onto another. Reading these books at home will
reinforce their learning and develop their fluency skills.

Top Tips for reading at home

e Little and often — you don’t need to read the whole book! Just a few minutes reading is a great
way to support your child. Aim to do this 3x per week.

e Get children to spot the digraphs in words (two letters one sound) (Reception, Y1 and 2).

e If your child has used their phonics to decode a word, get them to re-read the sentence fluently.

e Book talk (especially Nursery & Reception) — discuss the pictures, the events of the story and what
children can see. All this conversation is important for gaining an understanding of the book and
developing vocabulary.




e Ask children questions about what they have read — who, what, when, where and why questions
are a good place to start.
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Recommended Reads

The books below are listed into school stages but can be read at any age if an adult is supporting and

doing the reading. Hearing stories is just as important as reading them. It develops children’s love for
learning, understanding and most importantly language skills.
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Libraries

Thimbermill is our local library. Children can sign up for free and take books home to borrow. It’s also a
great place to get involved in storytelling and community events. Most libraries offer free events during
half-term holidays. It'’s a great place for a few hours out and the benefit is that it doesn’t usually cost.
There are events most weekends and throughout the week for children who are not yet school age.

February half-term events are on the poster below:

Thimblemill Library
A Grandly Strange Thimblemill Road
Exhibition! Smethwick
Automata installation West Midlands
B685RJ
Curious tales and mysterious 2 - -
moments are brought to life in T: 0121 569 4943 Thimblemill lerary
this unique animated E:T _library@: gov.uk Half-Term
exhibition, created by Nicole Holiday Activiti
and Marc of Leeds based S olidaycuvitles
Grandly Strange puppet paning nours: Monday 17 February -
theatre. There are surprises Monday 9am-1pm 2pm-6pm Saturday 22 February
aplenty! Look out for a wide 2025
eyed whale, a greedy guzzler Tuesday 9am-1pm 2pm-6pm
endmouse ona highfiying | | vy yeeiey camtpm 2pm-apm JOIN IN THE
Dates: Saturday 15th Thursday’: Dam:1pm HOLIDAY FUN
February - Sunday 23rd Friday 9am-1pm 2pm-6pm
February 2025
Saturd 10am-4
:: Time: 10am - 5pm e SRR

Admission: Free

Age ratlng; 1+ Parents and carers are responsible for all
children in their care while they are in the i 9
mm library. No child under 8 years of age should Ple:;" achv!l:etsl:;al iubjecl tojchange:
be left unaccompanied at events. B ConC ibrary for confirmation.
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Craft Club art session. Interactive concert for
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e 0
Steve the Juggler Vh 2.30pm-4pm & '0am
Prepare to be amazed! N Lego Club
N 2.30pm Wednesday | 3pm CJ—LD
QW Craft Club -+ Saul Saturday
\-‘: = Tuesday 11am-12pm Stories, crafts and play
11am-12pm Join us for some Children’s Craft Club
2% madcap magic with our A different craft
favourite magician C&? &
every week ! =
- \‘ 2.30pm Nl
. 1pm-3pm -

Online Stories

If you don’t have access to many books and can’t get out and about, please look online and join your local
library online. We also have our book trolley in the playground each morning (weather permitting) which
you are welcome to help yourself to. We also have our wonderful library full of new, quality books and our
book corners in classrooms. There are plenty of choices for your children to choose from!




Some good resources:

e Cbeebies Story App

e Sandwell Libraries Online

e YouTube — many authors read their books and upload to YouTube. Please verify the video before
letting your children watch and ensure children are supervised.

We Need You!

We are looking for any parents who would like to volunteer to come in to school and read to their child’s
class over the course of the year. This could be a story, information text, comic, or poem. You can either
bring in your own or we can provide one for you. The session would take place at 2:45-3:00pm and days
are flexible. Whether you can commit to a reqular slot or just come in as a one off, we need you! Maybe
you can’t commit yourself, but a grandparent or aunty can! If you are interested, please email your child’s
class teacher directly through the class email address. They will then work with you on a suitable date and
time.

Hopefully this newsletter has provided you with information on how to support your child with reading.
Please let the children have a look at the new releases/ recommended reads page, they might even
recognise a few!

Happy reading,
Miss Tibbetts — Year 2 Class Teacher




